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Seaſonable Rebuke, c. 


NS the gentlemen, to whom the 
A * author of this letter has addreſ- 
N ſed himſelf, are, I am informed, 

not in England at preſent, I 
ſhall take up the pen not fo much in their 
defence as for the truth's fake. The 
proud abuſers of reaſon in our day, are 
alas! many. They are too curious in 
ſeeking to comprehend the /ecret things 
which belong unto God, and receive, what 
they do receive of revelation, not u 
God's authority, but becauſe of its fall- 
ing in with the ſyſtem of religious truths 
before formed in their mind : of this un- 
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happy number is the author, who- ſigns 
himſelf the Black/mith; I ſhould not put 
myſelf to the trouble of anſwering him; 
if his aſſertions did not appear to me of 
very dangerous conſequence. If then in 
providing an antidote to the poiſon he has 
ſpread abroad, I uſe great freedom of 
ſpeech, he muſt excuſe me: I ſhall not 


willingly miſrepreſent him, or make him 


ſpeak differently from what his words 
evidently import. My deſign is to 
ſerve the intereſts of vital religion, and 
open the eyes of thoſe around him, who 
may have been deceived by his ſpecious 
Protatices to refined reaſoning. 

He begins with charging the perſons 
he writes to with © laying the ſtreſs of 
« chriſtianity, the peace of men's conſci- 
d ences, and the falvation of fouls upon 
a mere precarious foundation.” This is 
a heavy charge, but he does not pretend 
to prove it by any quotations from their 
writings; therefore this muſt be taken 
for a mere flouriſh-of the pen: however, 
I can ſay for them, as far as I know any 
thing of their doctrines, they lay thę 
great Ae of e on cheſs grand 

points, 
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points, which may properly be termed 
fundamental, Juſtification and Sanctifica- 
tion, the former relating to the great 
— which God does for us, in forgiv- 
ing our ſins; the latter, to the great 
work which God does in us, in renew- 
ing our fallen nature. 

This letter-writer's chief objection 


ſeems to be, that the Enthuſiaſt contends 


for the aſſurance of faith, or as he ex- 
preſſes it, for indubitable certainty in 
«matters of faith beyond its juſt degree 
of rational objective evidence.“ In an- 


ſwer to this, I would obſerve, that the 


true Chriſtians: indubitable certainty in 


matters of faith, doth not ariſe from ra- 
tional objective evidence only, but he 


has moreover ſpiritual ſubjective e vidences, 
he that believeth on the Son of God, hath 


the witneſs in himſelf, and while human 
teſtimony, and human reaſon can beget 


only a human faith, and a moral certainty, 


the ſpirit of life in Chrift Feſas begets in 


him a divine faith, which has in it a di- 


vine aſſurance, Known only to them that or: 
have it. We know: that we dwell in 
hint . he hath given us of bis ſpurtt. 
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— We know that. he abideth in u a 
ſpirit which he hath groen us. 
Now if the believer has the witneſs i in 
himſelf, if the ſpirit of God ſhines upon 
his own work in the ſoul, and gives the 
ſelf-examining. Chriſtian a Tul af/urane 
that his religion is true, what: ſhall we 
ſay to the trifling manner in which this 
letter-writer reaſons in the 6th, 7th, and 
th pages. What a total ignorance does 
he: diſcover - of the nature of religion, 
when he ſays that we have © a rational | 
„foundation for no more than opinion, N 
belief, or perſuaſion; not conſidering 
that faith is the ſubſtance of things hopes 
for, the evidence of things not ſeen, true 
faith gives a ſort of preſent ſubſiſtence to | 
future bleſſings, and fully aſcertains and ( 
xealizes'them to the believer's: comfort, |; 
and they have their proper influence upon t 
him, as _— they were already in-ac- t 
tual po ſſeſſion; and it gives a clear ang 
T 
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eonvincing demonſtration: of things not 
*ſee, which is lomething more an: mer 
probability. | UW 
Let it be ved here, that « while 'þ 
I go only outwardly to work: (as agood d 


man 


Ma 


1 
man obſer ves in anſwer to Bp. Hoadly ) 
and ſeek only for an outward proof of the 
truth of the goſpel, you can only know it 
by ſach labours, and in ſuch uncertainty, 
as you know other matters of hiſtory, 
and muſt be always balancing what is 
ſaid for and againſt it. And if you come 
to believe it this way, your faith will be 
held by an uncertain tenure, you will be 
alarmed at every new attack, and fright- 
cell at every new enemy that pretends to 
leſſen the evidence of the goſpel. But 
theſe are difficulties that we make to 
durſel ves by neglecting the proper Euz- 
dience of the goſpel, and chuſing only to 
| know-'it as we know other hiſtories that 
have no relation tous, or connection with 
dur own ſtate.” 
If it is asked what is the right and 
true Chriſtian ' faith? I would anſwer in 
the words of the homily on ſalvation, 
„ Tbe right and true Chriftian faith is, 
— not only to believe that the þ 
tures, and the articles of our 


ſcrip- 

faith ale 

true; but alſo to have a ſure trigt ane 

| | mtr to be ſaved from oveTtalling TI es 
* damnation thro' Chriſi. ich 1 

n * You 
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You fee then what our Church ſays: 
Indeed in the famed council of Freut, 
they have decreed; If any man hold 
truſt, confidence, or aſſurance of pardon 
to be effential to faith, let him be ac- 
curſed.” Lou are a member of the church 
of England. Are you? Then it behoves 


you to hear her voice. But you will ſay 


poſſibly, let us go to the Scriptures : 

Agreed : Hear St. Pau deſcribing clearly 
the nature of his faith, the life I now 
Ive, I live by faith in the Son of God, 

who loved me, and gave himſelf for me. 
Hear, to mention no more, all the be- 
lievers who were with Paul when he 
wrote to the Coloffans, bearing witneſs, 
e give thanks unto the Father, wwho 
hath delivered us from the power of 
darkneſs, and hath tranſlated us into 
the kingdom of his dear Sn: In whom 
de ha ve redemption thro" his bond, even 
the forgroneſs of Sins. Here you fee 
they look upon\ it as not only probable 


but fully certain that they were inveſted | 
with theſe. privileges, and they rejoice in 
them, and pY thanks to God yo 1 


If | 


_ 


69). 
elf the Chtiſtian is taught in the ſcrip- 
tures to expect ſuch things, and has ac- 
tually attained them, you are not to won- 


der, if, when you tell him “ you can- 
not perceive the neceſſary truth, or ſo 


S much as underſtand the probability — Pq 


<-of what he pretends, to know, and be 
o certain of,” he. ſhould ſay, it is 
« becauſe you have not the 199 5 of 
« God, or becauſe you lean too much 


to your own: underſtanding, and judge 


Sof things by your carnal corrupted 
«.zeaſon.” \Tho! you ſeem to ſcoff at 


better for you to make quite another 


uſe of jt, and apply earneſtly for illumi- 


nation from above. 


The letter-writer ſays, 16. 6 The Enthu- 


0 ſiaſt has God bimſelf! eki inwardly 


Sto his ſoul, ſtriking him with irrefiſti- 


0 ble conviction, preventing his faculties, 


6c and forcing his aſſent by a [UPI 


© nal overwhelming light.“ 
There may be many falſe pretences to 
che operations of the ſp irit, and men 
qught.to be on their 215 againſt the 
devices of ſatan, and the warm conceits 


HE of 


ſuch an anſwer, be aſſured it would be 


1 


of their own imagination: but Ain che 
true believer has the inward witneſs {or 
evidence) in Himſelf, and a divine con- 
viction of things not ſeen : his faith is a 
ſuper-natural gift, yet it docs not © pre- 
vent his faculties,” or preclude. his 
judgment or underſtanding ing, but rather 
by this means his underſtanding is en- 
lightened and ſtrengthened, and his jadg- 
ment improyed and cleared: nor is the 
evidence of reaſon here excluded, but it 
is not looked upon as the whole founds- 
tion of a chriſtian's faith. | 
He ridicules the ſuppoſition of a man's 
not only /2erng but Feeling the truth. 
What is the language of our church? 


f 66 If we feel our conſcience at peace 
E with God thro' remiſſion of our fins.” 
V on Rog. week, part 34. 
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If you feel ſuch a faith in you, re- 
joice in it, and let it be daily increaſing 
| 1 well-working,” 

Hom. on faith, part 30. 


1 "of: « The faithful may feel wrought, trad C 
wility 15 conſcience, the increaſe f 
[| 8 faith J- 


1 
faith and hope, with many other 


5 7 
Hom. on the ſacrament, part iſt. 


a uhatever he may think of thoſe in- 


Ward feelings, and however flightingly _ 


he may ſpeak of them, let him take 


> knowledge that the Church ſpeaks dif- 7 
1 ferently. And let him conſider moreover, - 


that love, joy, peace muſt be felt, or 


they have no being; that there is a con- 


[ ſolation in love; a peace that pafeth all 


underſtanding, and a joy that is un- 


| | ' ſdeakable and full of glory, which 1 


would adyiſe him earneſtly to ſeck after, 


rather than ridicule. 


He muſt not ſee with his underſtand- 

© ing, but with ſomething elſe.“ Yes, 
5 muſt ſee with his underſtanding, but 
then conſidering that by nature is dark- 
ened, as St. Paul ſaith, the eyes of his 
underſtanding muſt be opened to ſce ny 
diſcern the things of Gd. 
He is. got above the force of argu- 
« ment and rational conviction, and it is 


1 < in vain. you endeavour to ſhew him the 
18 e of his principles, and the 


« abſurdity 


Ps 


* 
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<« abſurdity of his : reaſoning.” And ſo 
this CES Ricient reaſoner 25 the Chriſ- 
tian down for a an obſtinate Enthuſiaſt, 
becauſe, he will not be reaſoned out of 
his religion, becauſe he ftill perſiſts in 


maintaining that he has taſted of the good 


word of God, and the powers of the 
world to come, (what unintelligible lan- 
guage is here!) that he feels in him- 
ſelf the working of the ſpirit of Chriſt, 
(art. 17.) © that he feels his conſcience at 

ce with God, thro' the remiſſion of 
| his fins.” All this is looked upon, as 
delufion by the writer; he cannot con- 
ceive any thing at all of it, it is far aboye 
out of ſight; he cannot diſcern the rea- 
ſonableneſs of it, and ſeems angry becauſe 
the Chriſtian diſcerns what he cannot. No 
marvel; if he is a natural man, be 
cannot receive the things of God, for 
they are fooliſhneſs unto him, neither 
can he know them, becauſe they are 
ſpiratually diſcerned. 1 Cor. ii. 14. As 
a man born deaf can have no idea of 
of ſounds, nor a man born blind of co- 
lours, ſo no one can diſcern ſpiritual ob- 
jects, except he has a ſpiritual diſcern- 
ment. In 


( 13 


Tn ſeveral places of this pamphlet, the 


witneſs of the Spirit of God is ſpoken of 


as vain and deluſive, a mere fancy, and 
ſtrong imagination: But let the writer 
conſult his bible, and ſee if there is any 
ſuch thing there: And when he has found 
it written, the ſpirit itſelf beareth wit- 
neſs with our ſpirit that Wwe are the 
children of God. Let him ſet all the 
powers of his almoſt-deify'd reaſon to 
work to explain it; and I make no doubt 
of it, but we ſhall ſee the force of theſe 
words finely evaded, or their ſenſe entire- 
ly explained away. 


This writer ſays, © faith is the aſſent of 


e the underſtanding to the truth of a pro- 
& poſition upon the teſtimony of a perſon 
e whole creditand veracity may reaſonably 
be depended upon.” In this definition I 
entirely agree with him: I hope the 


« veracity” of GOD © may reaſonably © - 


* be depended upon”, then whatſoever 
he hath declared is implicitly to be re- 
ceived. But he goes on, ** we muſt alfo 
* underſtand the meaning of the propofi- 
tion; or be able to affix in our minds 
« ſen. e ſettled determined Ideas, to 

B « the 
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« the ſeveral terms of it, before we can 
« believe it on teſtimony.” 

Is the veracity of God to be dedend- 
ed upon then whatſoever he hath de- 
clared, is implicitly to be believed. 
The acquieſcence of reaſon in the things 
propoſed, ſollows by a ſort of natural 
neceſſity, and we are no more at liberty, 
to enquire, * what is this, or wherefore 
« is that, then Abraham was at liberty, 
after a clear command from God, 
enquire how this command, 70 "ay. 775 
ſon Iſaac, was conſiſtent either with the 
promiſe, that in J/aac ſbould his feed be 
called, or with our natural notions of 
of the divine goodneſs. The tri-une 
Subſiſtence of God, the eternal genera-, 

tion of the Son, and the eternal proceed- 
/ "mg" of the holy ſpirit from the father 
and the Son, are articles of revelation ö 
that I believe on teſtimony, but I do not f 
pretend to comprehend theſe truths, be- 
cauſe the deepeſt penetration of any hu- 
man mind does not to me ſeem qualified 
to enter ſo far into the nature of God, as 
to defcry the ſeveral communications and 
powers in the divine eſſence. 

W.. Faith, 


6 . x 2 ee 


of LO. ub tated tis FE 


MM a... a_— MM 


3 


8 * n Bi 


* 


1 


Faith, in your account of it, mult /Þ 13. 


a defined to be an aſſent of the under- 
mn ſtanding to what no man can under 
ſtand.” Js the veracity of God to be 
Aepended pon? Do I take the ſeiip- 
tures to be his word? then I am impli- 
citly to receive his declarations, how lit- 
fle ſoever, J am able to underſtand the 
deep things of God, or ſee the fitneſs and 
expediency of every part of his revela- 


tion. Hath God declared it to be thus 


and thus? then here is foundation ſtrong e- 
nough to build the moſt aſſured belief upon. 


And does this writer think the true 


chriſtian faith to be © an aſſent of the 
* underſtanding” only? ſurely it is ſome- 
thing more: It hath (according to a ſen- 


ible and pious writer) the fame place in 


the divine life, which ſenſe has in the 


natural, being nothing indeed but a kind 
of ſenſe or feeling perſwaſion of ſpiritual 


things, it extends itſelf to all divine 
truths; but in our lapfed eſtate, it hath. 
a peculiar relation to the declarations of 


God's mercy, and reconcileableneſs to 


ſinners, thro a mediator.” Remember 
chat this is not an account of faith pecu- 


fd B 2 liar 
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liar to him, you are pleaſed to call the 


enthuha(t, but it is to be found in a 


little * book highly valued by ſerious 


people, and diſtributed by the ſociety 
for promoting chriſtian: knowledge. 
What the letter- writer obſer ves with 
regard to myfteries, there is ſome truth 
in it, but ſtill he is to be read with great 


caution, as he would make a very bad 
uſe of his obſervation. He ſays, that 


a thing no longer remains a 196. 


© after it is revealed.“ I anſwer, th 


revelation not withſtanding, there. — 


ſuch depths and darkneſs as will even 


NOW juſtify our continuing to give many 
things in the book of God the name of 


Myſteries; a name by no means improper, 
where that clear perception is ſo mani- 


feſtly wanting, which our minds are wont 
to feel, when employed in the contemp- 


lation of matters more familiar, and nearer 


k 42 level with themſelves. 
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-the foul, the regenerating and ſanctifying 


. 0 17) 


work of the ſpirit, it uever can be pro- 
Pen expreſſed, nor truly underſtood but 


y thoſe fouls that are enkindled within, 


and awakened into a ſenſe and reliſh of 
fpiritual things. And fo far © is religion 
from ending where myſtery begins,” 

that real religion and the ſecret myſteries 
of this new life go hand in hand. Tho 


the operations of the {pirit of God cannot 


de explained to the CatisfaRtion of this 


diſingenuous reaſoner, yet let him beware 


of calling them the reveries of fanaticiſm 
becauſe unintelligible to him; The wind 
' blaweth, and thou beareft the found 
thereof, thou art ſure it does blow, But 
canſt not tell whence it cometh, and whe- 
ther it goeth, thou canft not explain the 


rticular manner of its acting: 80 is every 


one that is burn of the Spirit; the fact is 


plain, the manner is inexplicable. 
This writer does not like the aſual 


diſtinction among divines. of believing 
things above reaſon and contrary to rca- 
ſon. Here we are agreed: Reaſon is in 


her proper province, when ſhe is examin- 


ing with the whole effort of her judgment 
33 and 


F. 
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and ſagacity the pretenſions of an offered 
reyelation, and when it is found to be 
from God, reaſon. muſt go no farther ; 
an implicit reverence. and ſubmiſſion to 
the doctrines recommended to our faith 
and practice, is now the only part of 
reaſon, which muſt receive the kingdom 
of God as a little child, if we hope to 
enter therein. N | 
« But am I to underſtand. the word of. | 
1 „God juſt as any man or ſet of men is 
leaſed to interpret it for me? No, 
5 18. to believe the word of man; not \ 
to receive the word of God. It is un- t 
doubtedly the province of reaſon ſo to r 
examine the ſcriptures, and e | 
ritual things with ſpiritual, as to form 
a clear judgment, what God hath de- 
clared, which declaration every believer - 
knows to be true: be the matter of it re- 
vealed more or leſs explicitly ; yea, be the 
AKT, of it (nat the words, or expreſ- 
ſions; which. muſt be intelligible to man, 
and. underſtood by me.;) cyer ſo incom- 
pfehenſible to human underſtanding. 
ap! ſe things: (he, ſays). which. are 
« aboye reaſon, as depending wholly. 
71 ye Upon j 
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e upon revelation, miſt by the revela- 
tion itſelf, be brought down to our un- 
K derſtandings and capacities, ſo as to 
« enable us to form ſome clear and on- 
ſiſtent notions and conceptions of them.” 

There are many things revealed that we 

| cannot-form clear and conſiſtent notions 

| of, yet it is far from abſurd in us to give 
our aſſent to them on teſtimony, eſpeci- 
ally the teſtimony of him who cannot be 
deceived himſelf, or deceive others. | 

A man born blind has no conceptions 
whar ſight is; but he believes when others 

tell him they have ſight; tho they can- 
not make him comprehend what is meant f 
by it, this does not hinder his belief of 
it, for he conſiders his own defect. 

Tbe writer of this letter has, in my | 
apprehenſion,” made a raſh attempt to 
bring the power of religion into diſtepute | 

by 1 *⁰ the ſide of thoſe great enemies 0 
of the truth, Sbcinus and his deluded 09. | 
fowers. He has too highly exalted res- | 
ſon; it muſt be confeſſed, ' and ſet et 
upon a tribunal the has to right- to, tö 

= the declarations of infinite N 
imd U This ſeems to me a 


51 + very 
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very dangerous error. But he Was ig 
hopes. I preſume, that his unſcriptural 
notions would be better received thro 
his — in the cry againſt © a fect that 
is every where ſpoken againſt; and ſo 
by declaring againſt impulſes, ſtrong per- 
fuaſions, Kc. &e. he thought he could 
the, more effectually fap the foundations 
of Chriſtianity. For a great enemy ſurely 
he muſt eſteemed be to the Chriſtian cau 
who goes about to rob it of its 
evidence. And he that will have a reli- 
gion without any thing myſterions in it, 
ean have no very favourable opinion of the 
ran and peculiar doctrines of Chriftiani- 
: and of that life which is hid with 
Cbrili in God, he muſt have juſt as much 
knowledge, as animals, void of reafon, 
kare of curious metaphyfical deductions. 

I leave it to the Met honiſts to anfwer, 
kit they think it worth their while) to 
the. charges of irregularity and uncharita- 
hleneſs; I Rave anly to obſerve, that if 
the people- hear in the church ſuch 


9 » a 


things as are advanced in this letter, no 
wonder that they leave it, and go where 
the foul-quiekning truths of the gofpel 


be egheemecl, 


are 
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are declared, be the inſtrument legally 


ſent or not; and no wonder that they 
who have a deep concern for: immortal 
ſouls, and tender pity for thoſe that are 
led aftray, go a little out of the common 
road to feed thoſe ſouls who are Ber 


for lack of knowledge. 

Let us ſuppoſe this perſon * ho writes 
himſelf Blackſmith (and it would be well 
he really was what he perſonates) a cler- 

yman, and that in the church of Paulton 

e:3s advancing continually doctrines con- 
trary to the truth, to the great offence 
of all ſerious people, inſiſting on the 
ſufficiency of human reaſon and dignity 
of human nature, while the work of the 
ſpirit and divine life are denied, and de- 
rided: no wonder, if, in this ftrait, the 
poor unlettered colliers or others among 


them who are thirſting after the waters | 
of life, will gladly receive any teachers 


who come with wholeſoz72 words, even 
the words of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and 
the dofirine which j is cou 40 godli- 
. Tis 195q - 2148 
4: And are they to be blamed? Cats any 
thinking man condemn thei? 'Tis ar 
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ed to be itregular; and devodtly to be! 
wiſhed there was no occaſion for it: Was 
this preacher to expoſtulate with them, 
they have an anſwer ready, and whether 
pertinent or not, judge ye. You have, 
dir, been feeding us with chaff, but 
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where we frequent we have the bread of 
life broken to us; here we are made ac- 
quainted with our fallen depraved nature; 
and told where to look for grace and 
ſtrength: By this preaching we know 
more of the exceeding riches of that love, 
wherewith God hath loved us in Chriſt 
Jeſus, which is the ſtrongeſt incentive to 
love God again, and to abound in every 
good word and work: We ſhould rejoice, 
Sir, above meaſure, to have no occaſion 


to hear other preachers, but when the 


ſal vation of our ſouls is concerned, a thing 
confeſſedly of unſpeakable importance, 


we hope this may plead our excuſe.” 
WM bat anſwer can be given to ſuch reaſon- 


ing? 


pointed 


It muſt be owned a diſtreſſing circum- 
ſtance, for the people to hear falſe doctrine 
ſounded from the pulpit; but how is 
their iſlreſs aggravated when their ap- 
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pointed, teacher ſets before them a bid 
example; of what malignant influence 
may this be, how widely may it ſpread 
its direful contagion! if inſtead of ſceing 
him ſerious and grave in his behaviour, 
moderate in the uſe of God's good crea- 
tures, regular, uniform, and heavenly- 
minded; they have the unhappineſs to 
ſee him "juſt the reverſe of all this; if a 
conduct utterly unbecoming the miniſte- 
rial character, and groſs immoralities be 
objected to him, without any breach of 
truth no wonder that his miniſtrations 
are left, and theſe cutting reflections caſt 
in his teeth. — Thou that preacheſt a 
man ſhould not ſteal, doſt THOU 
STEAL? Thou that ſayeſt a man 
ſhould not commi* adultery, doſt THOU 
COMMIT ADULTERY, &e.:&e; - 

Les, a miniſter muſt expect to loſe part 
of his flock, and to have the remaining 
part lifeleſs and unaffected attendants on 
divine worſhip, if in % he does not 
adorn. the doctrine of God his ſaviour, 


and in preaching he is entertaining them 


with empty uncdifying harangues iuſtead 
of teeding them with the bread of life. 


O my 


- 
«I 
4 


e 5 : 
# «0 may the preacher of the Solpel Hf 
1 25 that it is his duty to come fort -þ 
in the ſpirit and power of that goſpel he 
preaches; ſo live, act, and fpeak, whe- 
ther in the pulpit or out of it, that A1 4 
who fee and hear him may be forced 80 
=> confeſs. that God is in him of a truth; and 
tt/at his holy ſpirit hath ſent him. "Amis it 
nnaiſtry that have not this power, that have 
2” Hot full proof, both to themſelves au 
c ethers, that the holy ſpirit. is thus wWitn 

them, opening the kingdom of God in 
their cen ſouls and enabling them to | _ 
8 ch it to others with ſpirit x 2 power; a 
5 5 25 5 . to God ber the Want * 1] | 
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